A b s t r a c t. The subject of this study is a book entitled Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis. The Author talks about the texts, which directly relate to different parts of the rite that in a direct way are connected to the liturgy and care for the beauty of that liturgy, consistent of the reforms made by the Council of Trent.
Liturgical traditions of the Miechów Prepository in the most original Basilica of Christ's Tomb in Jerusalem form, take their inspiration from the Liturgy inspired by that from the from the Basilica of Christ's Tomb in Jerusalem. It is without any doubt, that the Miechów Community of the Order of the Holy Sepulcher from the very beginning was very deeply and closely united with its motherhouse.
1 Throughout the centuries, the original scheme of the Liturgy, which was approved by one of the oldest religious orders that were in Poland in the Middle Ages, that is the Community of Canon Regulars of Saint Augustine, went through many transformations and reforms. For many centuries it had a tremendous influence on the shape of the Liturgy, which was conducted over a very large territory. We come to this conclusion through the analysis of the numbers of clergy from the Order, which covered a very amount of territory that today constitutes countries of Czech Republic and Hungary. 2 The characteristic of this liturgy, was concentrating on the last moments of the earthly life of Jesus and his Paschal mystery and victory through the cross. The liturgical testimony and actions of the members of the Order of God's Tomb show us their unity with medieval drama, particularly inscenization of Mandatum Domini, Depositio Crucis, and most importantly Visitatio Sepulchri. From the liturgical work that survived and is connected to activities of the Order of Holy Sepulcher from Miechów, we find out that the most important and crucial activity of the Canons Regular was the cult of the Holy Tomb of Christ. The liturgy was celebrated from the very beginning in the identical was as those ceremonies celebrated in Jerusalem -Ritus Ecclesiae Dominici Sepulchri Hierosolymitani. This rite was proper to the Roman liturgy known as Roman-Galician. This was taking place because of the fact that the General Chapter was consisting of mostly representatives of France, who simply put in place traditions that were common to Paris and Lyon. 3 The musical and liturgical pieces of the Holy Sepulcher Order from Miechów that survived to this day are very few. In the General House of the Polish Province we find an antiphon 4 from 1562-1563 and the Agenda from roughly 1576.
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The subject of our study will be a book entitled Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis. 6 We talk about the texts, which directly relate to different parts of the rite that in a direct way are connected to the liturgy and care for the beauty of that liturgy, consistent of the reforms made by the Council of Trent. This particular council through very many of its acclamations, cares very much about the proper form of celebrating the Sacred liturgy at the Holy Mass, or any celebration connected to the cult of the most Holy Eucharist.
7 It is most likely to answer many demands which were quite common between 15 th and 16 th centuries, as far as the Catholic Church is concerned. That is why to conduct these special reforms mentioned above, a special commission was created. The mission and the main goal of this commission, was to study many liturgical abuses of the time and to create a new liturgical books. One of the main achievements of the work of this commission was the release on 14 th of July 1570; during the pontifical rein of Pope Pius V the new Roman Missal, 8 which from now on was to be obligatory in the entire Latin Church. This reform made possible to keep all of those traditions, which were going back two hundred years. The rule of the Canon Regulars of Christ's Tomb was largely based on a much older Augustinian tradition, and that is why many elements of the liturgy are kept intact. 9 The constitutions discussed here do not mention any particular days of the liturgical year. It is also not pointing out any know traditions to those of the Order of the Holy Sepulcher. It is however a great textbook, that helps to put into life the reforms of the Council of Trent. were published in the discussed work Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis. This text was approved by the Holy Sea in 1626. That same year it was printed. The second print was made possible by Jakub Radliński, who kept the position of repository from 1744 to 1762. The book consists of 53 pages, and it presents the norms for religious life in community for the Miechów monks in different functions and positions. In this book, many notes are directly connected to the liturgy, were certain instructions are given to those who are for this liturgy responsible. They precisely state the behavior and posture of those that are responsible for various functions and offices within the liturgy. The book also contains the precepts that are to be used in the celebration of the Eucharist and the liturgical cult -of placing liturgical hours and Summum Sacrum. What kind of final decisions do we find in the Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis relating to the persons responsible for the preparation of the liturgy and its celebration?
CONSITUTIONES GENERALIS CAPITULI MIECHOVIENSIS

THE OFFICE OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL
The very important and essential rule is on the first page of these constitutions. It talks about and deals with the office of the superior general. The closer analysis of the text lets us believe that it is he who is the guarantor and guardian of the proper life within the convent, also liturgical. That is why as the shepherd of this community, he should begin the implementations of the reforms of the general chapter with himself. The success of these reforms is very much based on the attitude and the actions of the superior general, who should lead by example and lead others within his community to perfection. This obligates the superior general to reside in his own church (proper parish), which he should not leave but for a grave reason. 10 In that text you can see an echo of the findings of the Council of Trent, that talks about the bishops and other religious superiors: "The bishops and other religious superiors should reside in their own parishes; and for those who oppose this legislature, penalties as prescribed by canon law will be uttered. 11 We can clearly see the common nature of these liturgical laws and statutes, between the whole Church and those in the local community of the Miechów Order of the Holy Sepulcher.
THE OFFICE OF THE MAIN SACRISTAN
From the very many people responsible for the beauty of the Liturgy celebrated in the Order of the Holy Sepulcher, we find an office of the main sacristan. The tasks and responsibilities of the main sacristan consisted also of being a master of ceremonies.
12 The constitutions very clearly and strongly underline the function of the main sacristan, who should very carefully guard the sanctuary that is why this office was placed in the hands of someone proper and responsible. We can imagine that this special care was necessary because of the amount of liturgical vestments and other items, as well as relics connected to the liturgical worship. At the same time, the sacristy according to the Order of the Holy Sepulcher was a place of common use. However, the entire inventory of this sacristy should be under a most special care. 13 In one part of the book we read that all the items that are part of the sacristy (also those that are used for the liturgical worship) should be under a special care, so that they will always be clean and accounted for. Those items that have been destroyed or damaged should be restored to its original splendor. For that purpose, a special fund was established to be operated by a senior sacristan. Worth mentioning here is the role of the major superior, who caring for the liturgy should make proper funds available, so that any damaged liturgical vessels will be returned to their original glory.
14 The […] ." Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis, p.12. It should be mentioned, that during this time, when the constitutions are written, 100 Florins were worth around half a pound of gold, utmost care should be made regarding the liturgical vestments, which should be restored or simply exchanged for brand new. Once a year, a sacristan should be accounted for the funds that he used while being in charge of the sacristy.
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Besides caring for the items that were used for the liturgical worship of God, the senior sacristan, was also a master of ceremonies. The responsibilities which were demanded of the master of ceremonies, showed how strongly the liturgy of the Order of the Holy Sepulcher was connected to that of the reformed liturgy of Trent. According to the Council of Trent, the altar serving during the Holy Mass, as well as the preparation for the Mass were very precisely described as part of liturgical norms that were to be followed in the entire Church. However, additional laws were being promulgated in different dioceses and religious orders. These special laws were associated with the celebration of the Eucharist, as well as those participating in worship. In these by-laws, we find one that specifically talks about the necessity of preparation to worthily receive the Holy Communion. 16 The Council Fathers underline the importance of personal holiness that should be evident while celebrating the most Holy Eucharist. This precept is directed toward the clergy and the laity alike. 17 The fulfilling these precepts we can find in the description of the duties of the master of ceremonies, which are found in the constitutions. He also has a duty to tell the priest that every eight day, they should go to confession and reconcile. These precepts also point out that the priests have a responsibility to celebrate Mass every Holy Day of obligation, unless someone is unable to do so by law. The proper preparation for the liturgy is connected to the fact that a priest should come no later than fifteen minutes before Mass, so that though prayer and meditation worthily celebrate the sacraments, as posted by the office of worship. If someone did not comply with these directives, the weekly chapter will be informed and proper actions will be taken. The seriousness of the office of the master of ceremonies is evident in the decree that all should be obedient to him. In the matters regarding the liturgy and the celebration of the Holy Mass, all brothers should obey him. If anyone would not comply, or would lack in obedience, consequences would be great, and a penalty would be prescribed. 19 The most utmost care, the Master of Ceremonies places around brothers preparing for the ordination to the Holy Priesthood, and also those who have been admitted to the ministry of the altar. Especially toward them, it should be stressed that they will not only prepare in the most perfect way for the celebration of the sacred liturgy, but also so that they will perform them according to the ceremonial Roman rite as found in the new Roman Missal. 20 The first responsibility of the sacristans was to inform their brothers of the sacred duties that they needed to perform. For this reason a blackboard was made, on which the sacristan wrote the names of those officiating at the liturgy and the duties that were ought to perform.
21 From the constitutions we find out that the sacristan was responsible for allowing the visiting priests to celebrate the sacred mysteries. These traveling priests should show the sacristan a proof of them receiving the Holy Orders. 22 In the canons of the Council of Trent, which talk about the liturgical abuses during the Holy Mass, we find a special note that during the celebration of the Holy Mass, no beggars should be allowed to come in, so that they will not disrupt the Holy Rite.
23 Almost an identical sentence we find in the book that we are examining. 24 Overwhelming similarities, be- tween the reforms of the Council of Trent and the Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis, shows us a great care taking in the proper celebration of the Eucharist and also of the fact that the reforms of Trent were fully received and became part of Miechów constitutions.
The constitutions do not mention all those participating and performing different duties during the Sacred Liturgy. The analysis of the text makes us believe, that within the Order of the Holy Sepulcher, there was recognized a difference between daily celebration of the liturgy and a solemn one. In the parts of the book related to the duties of the Master of Ceremonies, there is a talk of sacred liturgy on a Holy Day, on which the preside is "reverendissimus." This pontifical celebration needs to be surrounded with at most care. For the Holy Day of obligation, the master of ceremonies assigns two cantors for the vespers, whose duties were to begin each antiphon and loudly recite the prayers while the organ music played. On this special Holy Day, all brothers take part in the choral liturgy dressed in the proper liturgical garb, which is an alb. 25 The one in charge of the treasury must also be a guardian of the liturgical vestments, especially those to be used in the special celebrations by priests and bishops.
26 Also, there must have been a careful selection of those, who could in the proper way read the lesson at Mass. The testimony of this practice was to give the primary choice to the visitors, who would become lectors in solemn celebrations and on Holy Days -most likely during an octave of a given feast. 
ABOUT THE SERVICE OF THE JUNIOR SACRISTAN
Next to the senior sacristan, we find in the constitutions a fragment of a text which describes the duties of a junior sacristan. The senior sacristan was always been chosen from among the presbyters, the younger one was a cleric with minor orders. 28 The document states, that because of the holy 25 We do not find a proper explanation for the liturgical garb for the cantors. Maybe it shows the difference between the brothers in the choir who wear simple albs and the cantors who wear more festive liturgical garb. 26 orders received, he was able to touch and move from place to place the holy cup and other liturgical vessels. 29 The duties of the assistant to the master of ceremonies, we can divide into few parts. In the first place, he should take good care of the liturgical vessels, which he with a proper attitude and grace shared with the presbyters. 30 The second part, for which the responsibility fell on the junior sacristan, was the care of the church. He was the one to prepare the altars and care for them. The altars should be prepared "wisely" -we do not have an explanation of the meaning of that word. From the constitutions we also find out, that the Church was open only on certain times of the day for all the faithful, to protect the church from unacceptable behavior and perhaps vandalism or theft. In this context we find out very crucial information regarding the insight of the church, for which the responsibility also fell on the younger sacristan. By the door of the church, special vessels were placed with Holy Water. In the constitutions a great care is being given to the water itself. It ought to be clean, fresh and pure. All of that was under the care of the younger of the sacristans. By the decisions of the chapter, he also is to take care of liturgical books, which are ought to be kept in order. In the final fragment that relates to the duties of the younger sacristan we find a great care, that no conversation between the laity would take place in the corridors of the church. This was also related to the clergy, so that nothing unholy or unworthy of a sacred space would take place there. 
THE OFFICE OF THE GUARDIAN OF THE TREASURY
The fragment of the Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis also relates to the guardian of the treasury. According to the norms found in the book, the guardian ought to prepare a list of the holy relics that belong to the convent. He is also responsible for the liturgical celebrations associated with the reverence of these sacred relics. The Council of Trent in a very specific way by a decree gave instructions of how to care for the Holy Relics. 32 It states, that all the faithful "should give honor to the holy relics of martyrs and others living with Christ, because they were living witnesses of Christ and the temples of the Holy Spirit […] those who claim, that there should be no veneration given to the relics of the saints, and that the faithful in vain honor these relics, so that they can receive help from the saints, should be forsaken […] ." 33 We can come to a conclusion that the cult of the relics of the saints was very strongly accented in the life of the Church. The same suggestions we see in the constitutions. The one being the guardian of the treasury, ought to have a list of the Holy Relics of the saints. The constitutions speak of two different ways in which these relics should be presented: silver chests, or crosses. 34 The most utter care is being given to the relics of Saint Charles Barromeo, given to the superior of the convent, Cardinal Batory. To hold these relics the constitutions prescribe a special wardrobe. 35 Characteristic is the fact that there will be an automatic excommunication ipso facto, for those who would take the relics of the saints. All the above instructions of how to deal with the relics of the saints we find in 32 See "The decree from the 25 session of the Council of Trent: The calling, adoration and the relics of the saints and holy images," in DSP, t. IV/2, p. 781. Parish Ceremonial of Archbishop Nowowiejski. 36 These directives no doubt come as a result of the reforms of the Council of Trent.
The rite itself of the public veneration of the relics was a very uplifting and solemn. The Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis specifically state, that the place to venerate the relics is an altar. The same decree we also find in the letter released by the Congregation of Worship a little later on 31 of March 1821. 37 The one carrying the sacred relic should always be a priest dressed in an alb. The same liturgical garb was to be used by other clergy men who were taking part in the celebrations. The solemnity of the event was stressed by brothers carrying lighten candles and incense, in the procession to the altar, and recessional. The relics themselves, ought be carried with the most reverence and honor.
38 From the documents of the Council of Trent, and also from others works related to the reforms made by the council, we find out that some relics can be placed on the altar, on which the Most Holy Sacrament in not exposed. 39 After the incantation of the altar cross, also the incantation of the relics takes place, and that is probably why we have note in the Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis regarding exposition of the relics on the altar. During the incantation, the celebrant stays in the same place, and is not making any additional gestures nor bows. 
THE OFFICE OF CANTOR AND PREACHER
Among the people responsible for the beauty of the liturgy of Miechów community of Canons Regular, the very important part belongs to that of a cantor. The pastor of the place of worship was the one who appointed the cantor. His most important task was to officiate at prayers. At his sign, the recitation or singing of prayers have started. celebration. 41 In the texts of the constitutions we do not find out any information, in which parts of the liturgy the cantor should lead. We do not know if these instructions related only to the prayer of the office, or other liturgical celebrations done in common. We do not find any note on the cantor's tenure as the one leading others in prayer. Those assisting the cantor to make sure the liturgy of the hours is beautiful and reverent were singers or Hebdomadarii.
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In the liturgy of the Roman-Catholic Church, from the very beginning, there is unwritten tradition of the proclamation of God's word and preaching on the precepts of faith and morals. It is worth mentioning, that in the last fragment of the constitutions we find the instructions directed toward the preachers of the word. Although they can be found in the part regarding the pastoral ministry, to give the liturgy a positive flow and solemnity, it is quite important. Before a preacher was chosen, there had to be a selection from among the brothers, which was conducted by the pastor. He investigated the common life of the candidate, and the doctrine of the Church that related to his private conversations. The big role in making of the final decision played the many conversations that the candidate had in the refectory with other brothers. Those conversations should confirm his wisdom, knowledge and the gift of preaching. With the office of preacher came certain privileges. His cell in the winter time, was equipped with the heating system. He was also relived from singing the hours. We have to underline however, that there were some problems with the receptions of the Council of Trent's reforms in the discussed constitutions. In another place in the Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis we can clearly find the decrees relating to the entire Church, and sending the preacher to study the provincial and diocesan statutes and to comply with the rules and precepts described there. 43 These on the other hand, should be the result of the reforms of the Council of Trent. Provincialium, et Dioecesianarum, tum et in Epistola Pastorali, Illustrissimi Cardinalis Macieiouii descripta habetur." Constitutiones Generalis Capituli Miechoviensis, p. 17. Regulars of the Guardians of the Tomb of Christ. The picture, that we receive through the analysis of these documents give us a certainty, that the liturgical norms of the Miechów convent were identical of that of the whole Church.
The analysis, was only conducted on parts of these constitutions, which were directly related to the people fulfilling different functions and roles within the celebration of the liturgy. It gave us a chance to see, how precise the rules were regarding the liturgy. Examined texts, brought us to the conclusion that the major superiors took at most care in choosing the best custodians of the liturgy. The confirmation of these finding comes with the institution of the master of ceremonies, or the custodian of the sacred relics and the treasury as constituted by the reforms of the Council of Trent. The decisions made by the Council had also a great influence on those who were placed in charge of such important matters. Their spiritual wellbeing and personal holiness played a crucial part in fulfilling their tasks with a great deal of reverence and charity. Also a very important element that comes into play here is that of a unity of the texts from the constitutions to that of the Council of Trent, as well as reference to the many documents of the council regarding all liturgical matters, which were written and prescribed for the whole Catholic Church.
The testimony of the full reception of the reforms of the Council of Trent in discussed document, not only examines different offices and officials in the liturgy. However, for the broader picture of the liturgical traditions of the Order of the Holy Sepulcher from Miechów, it seems necessary the full examination and analysis of the other texts found in the constitutions that relate to as an example the makeup of the sacristy, its inventory and all liturgical items and treasures.
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